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WALKING MAPS OF THE YORKSHIRE WOLDS

Dedicated to the Wold Rangers and the memory of Angela Antrim,
whose book ‘The Yorkshire Wold Rangers’ so inspired the
trustees and extracts of which feature in our leaflet.

We hope the Wold Rangers Way will as Angela wished,
‘keep their memory green’.
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Living in the open since childhood, taught the
ancient ways of the green lanes and chalk pits by
an old man of the Wolds named Thackery, Dog
Geordie was the last of the Wold Rangers. His
tales both those passed down to him from his
fellow Rangers now long gone and his own
experiences have evolved into rural folklore,
creating an indelible, unique and lasting mark on
the history of the beautiful and wild landscape
that is the Yorkshire Wolds.

A true gentleman of the Wolds, he lived this life
through choice, choosing the freedom of the lanes
and a warm loose box for shelter in summer and
visiting the ‘Spike’ or workhouses of Driffield,
Malton and York for a bit of respite in the winter
months. An accomplished countryman, he would
bring pheasant to the drumming up, the
communal feast regularly enjoyed by the Rangers,
without having fired a shot...using the hair from a
horses tail coiled on the land and covered in grain,
it wasn’t long before a hungry pheasant would
approach and find its long claws knotted up and
trapped in the horse hair.

Accompanied by his lurcher, Dog Geordie was
a familiar site on Market Place in Driffield, the
starting and finishing place of all the Wold
Ranger Trods.

Other than a nine year interlude from 1939 to
1948, joining up at the start of the Second World
War, Dog Geordie had lived and breathed the
green lanes of the Wolds, side by side with his
fellow Rangers until by 1987 and residing in a
caravan near the chalk pit at Sledmere, he was
the last of his kind.
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From the Market Place set off west along Mill Street,
continuing straight ahead on Kings Mill Road until reaching
the first entrance into Driffield Millennium Green on your
right. Enter the park and follow the path keeping right,
passing a bench on your right before bearing right
between the two more benches and follow the path.

Keep on this path through the canopy of trees to a kissing
gate at the A614 road. Turn right, walking along the
pavement and on reaching the roundabout, turn left,
crossing towards a metal gate into York Road. This is a
very busy road so please take care and use the
roundabout pedestrian crossing points.
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Continue along York Road straight through Little Driffield
past the pond on your left and where the road bends
right, go straight ahead between the trees and hedge onto
a broad grass track. This soon reaches the road. Remain
on the footpath until you reach the broad grass verge (do
not cross the road). Walk on the broad grass verge for
approximately 0.2 mile and turn left onto the service road
(3a) and passing EImswell Hall Farm. Follow this rough
road, walking between two stone pillars onto the ‘green
lane’ until it reaches a junction with Garton Balk

green lane.

At this point you leave the main Wold Rangers Way and
follow the Dog Geordie Trod

Turn left on the green lane and follow the track that in |
mile bends sharp right in a wooded area (4a). Heading
west it continues in a straight line for 2.7 miles, crossing
Station Road (4b) and passing Sand Pit Cottage (4c). Turn
right (4d - before Little Grange) and follow the Dog
Geordie Trod way marker arrows, following the path
along the field edge until you reach the Al166 road (4e).
The path crosses the road slightly to the right (take care

crossing this road).

Follow the Dog Geordie way marker arrows along the
path keeping the hedge on your left. Walk down hill and
then follow the track uphill, through some old iron farm
gates and bear left continuing up through the woods
skirting Garton Field Farm on your right.

Head northwards towards Black Wood and the old
Roman Road. By now, you will see Sykes Monument
which is where you are heading. At the gate, turn right
onto the green lane and walk to the Monument where
it’s nice to rest a while, take a look at the magnificent
building and take-in the views.

Cross the road from Garton to Sledmere at Monument
Cottage and follow the tarmac track (York Road) past
Sledmere Grange (on your left) eventually dropping
down onto Garton Bottom (7a) at the road. Cross the
road and climb steeply. Continue on this path which
becomes concrete — the remains of the old Cottam
airfield. Where the paths cross (7b) you have a near 360
degree view of the area with the site of the mediaeval
village of Cottam to the North (worth a short
excursion). Continue in the same direction (East) until
you meet the BI1249 Driffield to Langtoft road (7c).
Cross the road with care and walk through Kilham
Westfield Farm.

Return to the Wold Rangers Way

Head south east for 1.5 miles, initially on a minor road
and then green lane, passing Westfield Farm and Danes’
Graves Plantation to reach Garton Balk. Turn right and
follow the bridleway until it meets a broad unsurfaced
road near Clitheroe Farm. Turn left.

This is Long Lane, aptly named, being approximately 2.5
miles in length and the route back to Driffield. It has a
changing surface, in part road, green lane and bridleway.
Heading south follow it, taking care crossing the Kilham
road and especially A614 Bridlington Road. The track
follows a pleasant wooded area and emerges between
houses at the junction with Scarborough Road in Driffield.

On Scarborough Road, turn left and where the road
forks, keep right with the high brick wall of Highfield
House on your right. On North Street, cross the road
and walk through Remembrance Gardens turning right
over the footbridge into Northfield Park. Walk through
the park (with the stream on your left) and bear left over
a footbridge. Turn right onto Laundry Lane and pass the
old water pump on your right. Turn right onto Bridge
Street and at the Church, turn left onto Middle Street
North for the final 500 yards to Driffield Market Place.
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Collam Church Danes Graves
The Church of Holy Trinity is all that Known since time immemorial as Danes
/ remains of the deserted village of Graves, featuring small but numerous barrows,
COWLAM 7 Cottam. RAF Cottam was built as a an archaeological burial site of the Iron Age
bomber airfield in the Second World Arras culture and excavated by, amongst
War, but due to the infamous cross others, ] R Mortimer, who discovered various
Abaoted m”g;cgsi:’;&"‘ge winds was never used for flying. artefacts including a decorative cast bronze
3 Church (site of) brooch in 1900, currently housed at the Hull
3 \/ and East Riding Museum with the remainder
of the extensive Mortimer collection.
Sihes Monament O
,&3‘\ Abandoned Airfield
Standing 37 metres high, the Sykes ¢ @ N
Monument dominates the Wolds -
landscape and a familiar landmark to the @ NzlhS
Wold Rangers since its erection in 1865. 74“: L‘;
Built of Whitby and Mansfield stone in ( \ (Dedieval Village
. . { of Po;kthorpc
tribute to the 4th Baronet Sir Tatton Sykes \\ SVL (site of)
of Sledmere ‘by those who loved him as a IV
friend and honoured him as a landlord’. \ ; & (M[@W g‘;‘;‘z /
— s £ / Opened in 1935 RAF \V~z~‘$
edmere Grange i P q
e o £ = / Drlfﬁeld played a vital &04"
A role in the Second
0N World War. Days after e
the declaration of war
;\‘/g S GWW&% (YM 9 on Germany on |st 1
e Wia PN . September 1939, three " P MO
Parts of our route forms the ancient Roman Road from sorties left Driffield to 0 ,7?0
York to Bridlington, known as Garrowby Street. drop leaflets on the .
Geophysical studies have suggested evidence of the Ruhr. The airfield was Pockthorp'e'HaII 'jc‘ the
L o Romanised track adjacent to the green lanes of badly bombed in only remaining evidence of
Fridaythorpe, Fimber and Wetwang, moving on | August 1940 during the the hamIeF of Pockthorpe,
eastwards towards Kilham and the coast. Battle of Britain, recorded in the Doomsday
Garéon e resulting in 14 deaths, biore ¢ oz Gz by
i 1 o however after repairs 1772 and enclosure.
re-opened in 1941 and /‘ '{ﬁ-:@‘“
RAAF flew Halifax’s giﬁ e
from the air base as ‘W E;ﬁg :
part of Bomber } l':'_'-"' Y] 4
Command. During the j%‘ ﬁ%ﬁ
Cold War RAF Driffield | EEI#35 &
played host to the Thor TR . 1
nuclear missiles and ) 1pUN
eventually closed in DRIFFIELD V g
1977.
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In 1971 an early Iron Age chariot and the
skeleton of its 30 year old owner were
discovered at Garton Slack.Very close by LITTLE DRIFFIELD S N
in between 1975 and 1979, the Wetwang
KELLEYTHORPE

Slack Cemetery was excavated of 446 j
Iron Age skeletons with numerous

accompanying weapons and jewellery.
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(edieval Village Elmswell Old Hall, built in 1634, Grade | |* listed,
TIBTHORPE

ofg?ts:s;m one of the first brick buildings in East Yorkshire

and the only Tudor hall of this style left in the
region, sadly in a state of disrepair, was built by
Henry Best. Best was famed for his Farming and
SOUTHBURN Memorandum Books of 1642, a nationally
important chronicle of farming and post medieval
rural life and is regarded as a pioneer of
agricultural development.
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Copyright Wold Rangers Way 2021. This map is for guidance and we recommend that you always take with you a detailed map of the area. The following Ordnance Survey maps cover the Wold Rangers Way: OS Map 294 (Market Weighton &
Yorkshire Wolds), OS Map 295 (Bridlington, Driffield and Hornsea), OS Map 300 (Howardian Hills & Malton).

Alternatively, you can order a single custom map from the OS website using grid reference SE 9387 6083 or Postcode YO253EZ to centre the map. This ensures that the Wold Rangers Way is all covered on a single map.

For safety, we recommend you download What3Words to your smartphone: www.what3words.com - Please always follow the Countryside Code: www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code




